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Origami , the stimulating hobby of paper-folding, is a favorite pastime 
with Japanese children. Some of the extremely complicated designs that 
can be created with only a piece of paper and some nimble fingers are 
truly astonishing. For the beginner, l have chosen some of the simpler 
designs—those which, with practice and patience, can be learned by any¬ 
one who would like to master an art which has flourished in Japan 
for more than ten centuries. 

The most difficult object in this book to make is the crane, but then, 
it is also the most fun, and once you have mastered it, it will be a real 
achievement. In Japan, the crane is a symbol of good luck and can be 
found, in some form or other, practically any place—even in some of 
the designs on women’s kimonos. The folded-paper crane shown on the 
cover of this book is especially popular. Often, folded cranes of all sizes 
are strung on pieces of thread and hung from the ceiling to decorate 
the room. They also have a religious meaning, especially in country 
areas, where they are hung from the ceilings of shrines and temples as 
offerings from the people who go there to pray. 

Generally, colored paper about four to six inches square is used. For a 
mixed-color effect, two sheets of different colors may be used by placing 
them back to back. After you reach a point where you consider your¬ 
self rather skillful, it would be interesting if you tried to make some¬ 
thing with a piece of paper only one inch square as Japanese children 
do to show their ability. For the present, however, I suggest that the 
following points be kept in mind: 

A. All of the objects illustrated in the diagrams of this book are to 
be made from square pieces of paper. Five- or six-inch squares are the 
easiest to work with. Use thin paper, not heavy construction or art 
paper. 

B. It is a good idea to practice making an object with ordinary paper 
so as not to waste colored paper. 

C. If the directions seem to be complicated, you can mark the corners 
of the paper to correspond with the markings in the diagrams. The in¬ 
structions can be more easily followed in this way. 

It is my hope, in writing this book, that the children of other coun¬ 
tries will find an interest in this creative pastime and, in making these 
charming little figures, will come to know the fun to be found in mak¬ 
ing things by themselves. 


5 











1. Fold a square piece of paper (J'ig. 1) so that the edge ab extends 
over as far as the center line AC as shown in Fig. 2. 

2. Do the same with ad in order to get Fig. 3. 

3. Fold along mn so that point c is over and above points B and D. See 
Fig. 4. 

4. Turn the paper over and fold back mn along xy (about two-fifths of 
the way up—Fig. 5) to get Fig. 6. 



















5. Fold points M and N forward along AY and ax so as to overlap each 
other as in Fig. 7. 

6. Complete doll by drawing face (Fig. 6j. 

7. To make a princess (Fig. 10), fold back the top of the head as shown 
in Fig. 9. 
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1. Take a square piece of paper and fold in half (Fig. 1). Make lengthwise 
folds (accordion fashion) across the entire breadth of the paper (Fig. 
2) and then open to get Fig. 3. 

2. Fold in half as shown in Fig. 4 and paste the center pleats together. 

3. To complete, tie a piece of string about one-half an inch up from the 
bottom. See Fig. 5. 
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1. Take a square piece of paper and fold it along line AC so that point 
B meets point D. Crease and then reopen as in Fig. 1. 

2. Fold ab over to meet the center line AC (Fig. 2). 

3. Do the same with ad so as to make Fig. 3. 

4. Fold along line mn so that point c is above points B and D. See 
Fig. 4. 

5. To complete, fold along line xy so that points M and N appear as in 
Fig. 5. 































1. Fold a square piece of paper (Fig. 1) at bc so that point D is over 
point A, resulting in Fig. 2. 

2. Fold at ef so that point D is brought forward to touch line bc at the 
center as shown in Fig. 3. 

3. Turn the paper over as in Fig. 4. Bring AC forward until it is lined 
up on the center line AG. Do the same with ab and the result will 
be Fig. 5. 


to 




















4. Bring point M forward and fold on the dotted line shown in Fig. 5 so 
that M touches line AC. Do the same with point N and you will have 
Fig. 6. 

5. Lift up point c and fold it over to the left as shown in Fig. 7. Do 
the same with point B, folding it over to the right. 

6. To complete, draw in Santa’s face. 


























1. Take a square piece of paper and fold it at gh and at ij (Fig. 1) so 

that edges AC and bd meet at the center, ef, as in Fig. 2. 

2. Fold at mn, about two-fifths of the way up, so that the edge Hj ap¬ 

pears as in Fig. 3. 

3. Fold at op so that hj appears as in Fig. 4. 

4. Fold point J over to the left so that it is on or near F as in Fig. 5. 

Note that in doing so, point P is raised toward you and opened up 
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so that it is in a new position and is no longer a corner. Do the 
same with H to get Fig. 6. 

5. Fold along em bringing point G forward. 

6. Fold the corner I forward at eq so it touches en. 

7. Fold along en bringing point Q forward. The result is shown in 
Fig. 7. 

8. Turn the paper over and draw Christmas tree decorations. 


?3 















Fig. 2 



1. Fold a square sheet of paper in the middle (Fig. 1) at EF in order to 
get Fig. 2. 

2. Crease in the middle at GH and reopen. 

3. Bring the corner F up between D and B so that it meets G, thus plac¬ 
ing hf along gh. See Fig. 3. dhb will then form an upside-down 
triangle. 

4. Repeat the step with E to get Fig. 4. 


























5. Bring the corners B and D forward to meet at the center over fh as 
in Fig. 5. 

6. Turn the paper over and do the same with A and c. 

7. Cut off the points with a pair of scissors as shown in Fig. 6. 

8. Open the petals, as shown in Fig. 7, as far down as XY and you will 
get Fig. 8. 

9. It is possible to make different kinds of flowers by cutting the petals 
into various shapes. See Fig. 9. 
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1. Fold a square piece of paper along line ad (Fig. 1) so that point c is 
on top of point B as in Fig. 2. 

2. Fold at ef so that point A extends over to the edge CD at point G. 
and so that EG is parallel to FD as in Fig. 3. 

3. Do the same thing with point D so that dg is on top of ea as in 
Fig. 4. 

4. Finish the cup by separating points c and B, folding point C forward 
along eg and folding point B in the opposite direction along EG. The 
finished cup is shown in Fig. 5. 
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1. Fold a square piece of paper at ef (Fig. 1) so that edge ab is on top 
of edge CD as in Fig. 2. 

2. Fold the edges aec and bfd forward so that they meet at the center 
line GH as shown in Fig. 3. 

3. Separate points B and D by holding B in place and swinging point 
D over to the right, thus bringing point F to the position shown in 
Fig. 4. 

4. Do the same with points eca (swinging c to the left) and you will 
have the paper house shown in Fig. 5. 
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1. Fold a square piece of paper along line bd (Fig. 1) so that corner A 
is over corner c as shown in Fig. 2. 

2. Fold along ef and eg so that corners b and d meet at point A as in 
Fig. 3. 

3. Fold up points b and d so that they meet at E as shown in Fig. 4. 

4. Bring forward point b and fold this flap along om as shown in 
Fig. 5. Point M is about one-third of the way down ef. 



















5. Do the same with point D, folding along ON. 

6. Fold at xy (Fig. 6) so that point A is over and above point O. 

7. Fold this front flap again at FG making Fig. 7. 

8. Turn over and fold C so it meets E (Fig. 8). 

9. Turn over again and you have Figure 9. 
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1. Fold a square piece of paper down the center on line ef as shown in 
Fig. 1, crease, and then unfold. 

2. Fold at gh and ij so that edges AC and bd meet at the center line ef. 
This results in Fig. 2. 

3. Fold at mn so that edge hj reaches the center line xy, thus forming 
Fig. 3. 

4. Pull out corners c and D in order to form Fig. 4. 

5. Fold backwards at op so that the edge Gi is directly under mn as 
shown in Fig. 5. 
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7. Fold so that the edge ig is over and above po as in Fig. 7. 

8. Bring point G forward and to the left so that it is directly over x, 
which is in the center. Fig. 8 shows how this is done. Do the same 
with point I in order to get Fig. 9. 

9. Turn over and you have the ship shown in Fig. 10. 































1. Crease a square piece of paper as shown in Fig. 1 and then spread 
open. 

2. Fold the four corners A, b, _c and D forward so that they meet at the 
center as in Figs. 2 & 3. 

3. Turn over and fold the four corners E, F, G and H so that they meet 
at the center as in Fig. 4. 





































4. Turn the paper over once more and you will have Fig 5. 

5. Next, fold the corners i, j, k and L forward once more to meet at the 
center. Turn the paper over and you will have Fig. 6. 

6. Using both thumbs, push open mz as in Figs. 7 & 8. Do the same 
with zr and you will get Fig. 9. 
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1. Fold a square piece of paper down the center at ef as shown in Fig. 
1, crease, and then unfold. 

2. Bring forward corners A and B until they meet along the center line 
EF, forming Fig. 2. 

3. Fold at gh and ij so that the edges kc and ld meet at the center line 
EF, as shown in Fig. 3. 

4. Fold upward at mn so that hj meets point E as in Fig. 4. 
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5. Pick up the paper and spread the two flaps Hj and GEI so that point 
M can he pushed up between them and extended as far as the center 
line ef. See Figs. 4, 5 & 6. Do the same with point N. The result 
will be Fig. 7. 

6. Fold down the front flap at PQ in order to get Fig. 8. 

7. Bend forward points p and Q so that they meet at F (Fig. 9). 

8. Turn over and draw an eye as in Fig. 10. 
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1. Take a square sheet of paper and fold it so that AC and bd (Fig. 1) 
meet at the center line ef and look like Fig. 2. 

2. Fold om back along the line qr so that om meets pn. This will result 
in Fig. 3. 

3. Fold along st so that pn meets qr as in Fig. 4. Note that flap om 
remains where it is for the present. 
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Fig. 7 



4. Pull out corners D and c as in Fig. 5. 

5. Turn the paper over and fold so that mo meets rq (Fig. 6). Pull out 
corners A and B and you will get Fig. 7. 

6. Spread out Fig. 7 so that it looks like Fig. 8. 

7. Fold corner d upward and corner A downward and you will get 
Fig. 9. 
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1. Crease a square piece of paper along line ad (Fig. 1) and then unfold. 

2. Fold the edge ab forward to meet the center line ad. Do the same 
with the edge AC and you will have Fig. 2. 

3. Now fold the edge ae forward so that it reaches the center line AD 
and then repeat with edge af. You now have Fig. 3. 

4. Fold along the center line ad so that AG is on top of ah as in Fig. 4. 

5. To make the neck, pick up the paper with the open edge at the top 
and with corner A pointing to the left. Separate the two flaps slightly 
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and bend back the pointed end at mn as in Fig. 5, so that it is 
inserted between the body flaps. In doing so, the fold along the line 
ad in the neck portion will be reversed. 

6. The head is formed in a similar way at OP. See Fig. 6. 

7. The tail is formed at QR (Figs. 6 & 7) in the same manner as the neck 
and head. Follow the diagrams carefully to get the proper angles 
for the neck, head and tail. 
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1. Fold a square piece of paper at bc (Fig. 1) so that point A is over 
point D as shown in Fig. 2. 

2. Fold at ED so that point B is over point c resulting in Fig. 3. 

3. As shown in Figs. 3 & 4, open b and bring it over until it is directly 
above D. Crease the paper along ef and eg. 

4. Turn it over and you will have Fig. 5. Do the same with c as you 
did with b and the result will be Fig. 6. 

5. Crease at yc and zc (Fig. 7 ) so that points H and i meet along line 
ec, and then unfold. 
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Fig. 7 



6. Lift up C and fold at YZ so that H and I meet at the middle along 
line AC. Fig. 8 shows this step being executed and Fig. 9 shows it 
completed. 

7. Turn the paper over and repeat steps 5 and 6. The result will be 
Fig. 10. 

8. Fold on the dotted line shown in Fig. 10 so that L and M meet at the 
middle along lines BA and BD as shown in Fig. 11. 

9. Turn the paper over and fold j and K the same way you did L and M. 
The result is shown in Fig. 12. 
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•;Cpoq 3qj jno qaMs oj japio ui jq ’Sij ui pajBOipui ajoq 
aqj qgnojqj Mcqq puB uado (a pus o) sSuiav. aqj pBajds ‘ajajduioo oj, 'z\ 
•uems aqj jo asoqj sb ^bm auiBs aqj in apBui ajB jibj puB qaau ‘pBajj 
qiBj aqj aqBui oj jjaj aqj oj a pjoj uaqj puB pBaq aqj aqBui jxa^[ qj 

•jpau aqj 

Suiuuoj snqj dBp siqj jo ajppiiu aqj UMop pjoj aqj asjaAaj os Suiop 
uj h JB pjoj puB gx -Sij ui uAVoqs sb jqSu aqj pjbaioj dn v jjiq '01 
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Origami Storybook: Japanese Paper-Folding Play by Florence Sakade 

Deluxe volume not only explaining the fascinating Oriental art of paper¬ 
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over 200 self-explanatory diagrams. Bound in sturdy boards. 

Origami: Japanese Paper-Folding—Books 1 , 2 , and 3 by Florence Sakade 
Three volumes explaining the fascinating Oriental art of paper-folding. 

Designed to provide both young and old with many hours of creative enjoy¬ 
ment. Each book with 32 pages and over 100 self-explanatory diagrams. 

Stampcraft: Picture Play with Postage Stamps by Fore Collin 
Explains and demonstrates an exciting new hobby of creating colorful 
pictures and designs by cutting and pasting canceled stamps. Designed for 
both children and adults. 32 pages with 16 pages in full color. 

Japanese Children’s Favorite Stories 
Japanese Children’s Stories 

Two companion volumes presenting delightful selections of some of the 
most-loved children’s stories of Japan that will appeal to children everywhere. 

120 pages each with charming and typically Japanese illustrations, many in 
full color. Bound in sturdy boards; with Colorful jacket; boxed. 

Old Tales of Japan by Yuri Yasuda 

A collection of twelve of the finest of Japanese folk and fairy tales. 98 full- 
page color illustrations. Handsomely bound and boxed. 300 pages. 

The Rabbit Who Lost His Fur 
The Naughty Badger 

Two companion volumes of colorful picture-books retelling famous Japa¬ 
nese folk tales, and also including interesting notes on Japanese customs and 
culture. Simple text and large type suitable for young readers in the five-to- 
seven age group. Full color throughout. 

Circus Day in Japan by Eleanor Flicks 

The story of a trip to the circus by two Japanese children, told in 47 pages 
of full-color drawings and charming text. Bound in sturdy boards. 

The Story Bag by Kim So-un 

A treasury of Korean folk tales that will delight the hearts of all. 229 pages; 
illustrated. 

The Legend of the White Serpent retold from the Chinese by A. Fullarton 
Prior 

A bewitching old Chinese legend told in a style that particularly lends itself 
to reading aloud. 68 pages with more than 40 colorful, typically Chinese 
illustrations. Bound in sturdy boards, with colorful jacket; boxed. 




The charming Japanese art of origami, or paper 
folding, has been practiced in Japan for over 
a thousand years, by adults and children alike, 
but until now there has been no adequate book 
on the subject in English. It is therefore in re¬ 
sponse to numerous requests that the publishers 
offer the present book —a well-illustrated and 
self-explanatory introduction to Japanese paper- 
folding art. The book is delightfully diagramed 
and skillfully and clearly written by Florence 
Sakade, well-known editor and publisher of 
children’s books in Japan. 

The remarkably clear and easy-to-follow in¬ 
structions, accompanied by more than 100 dia¬ 
grams, are designed to provide both young and 
old with many hours of creative enjoyment. In¬ 
cluded in the objects to be made are flowers and 
dolls (both prince and princess), ships and fish, 
and the ever-popular crane, symbol of good luck. 














